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often broke out in southern towns as in the case of Mound City, 
which in 1857 undertook to drive out all Negroes. The author 
mentions also such strivings of the Negroes as the efforts of the 
members of the race in Chicago to defend their rights by protesting 
against the oppression through local indignation meetings and the 
Colored National Convention in Cleveland in 1848. Their Chicago 
Literary Society condemned the Fugitive Slave Law, they organ- 
ized to resist colonizationists and kidnappers, and at the outbreak 
of the war organized a military force to fight for their own freedom. 

The National Encyclopedia of the Colm-ed Race. Volume I. By 
Clement Richardson, Editor-in-^Chief. The National Publish- 
ing Company, Montgomery, Alabama, 1919. 

This is a fair effort at local and national biography with no 
pretense to scientific treatment. Some attention is given also to 
religious and educational institutions. Apparently almost any one 
financially able to aid the enterprise or sufficiently influential to 
have his sketch incorporated into the work appears in this volume. 
One man's achievements seemed to count for about as much as 
those of another and the law of proportion was disregarded. There 
are farmers, business men, ministers, physicians, dentists, lawyers 
and the like, many of whom are well known and others who have 
made no impression upon the world except to complete a course in 
an institution of learning and to use the knowledge thus acquired 
in making a living. The world has never heard of some of them 
and they will, of course, thank the editor for this publicity. 

The aim of this work, according to the editor, is to inform and 
inspire. He complains that the ordinary work of this kind has 
merely had information for its purpose. As the only sure hope the 
black American can entertain for immediate notice comes through 
committing crime, the editor here endeavors to treat the records of 
a large number of Negroes who, because of their color, would never 
have a hearing. The aim of the book too is not only to inform the 
white race but it is to introduce Negroes to one another. To be 
properly inspired they need to be better informed as to what the 
ambitious members of the race are doing in their various fields of 
endeavor. An effort is made to get away from former biographical 
works largely given to eulogj' of individuals unduly advertised. 
The aim seems rather to idealize the life of obscure men, who have 
achieved merit in applying themselves to the ordinary duties of 
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life. Referring to the failure to treat more extensively the bio- 
graphical material of the whole race the editor states that such 
accounts cannot be secured in many instances for the reason that, 
some are indifferent to fame, experience a shrinking from publicity, 
or are too busy to give attention to matters of this kind. The de- 
fects of this book, however, cannot be excused on this ground. 

On the whole, the book has a value. It is fairly well printed, is 
adequately illustrated, and is readable. Although much of the 
information given is not now uninteresting it will in the course 
of time serve as a valuable source book. 

The Man Next Door. By A. B. Jackson, M.D. Neaula Publishing 

Company, Philadelphia, Pa., 1919. Pp. 253. 

This is another work on the much mooted question, the Negro 
problem. There was in the mind of the author some doubt as to 
whether or not he should make an apology for adding another such 
work to the many volumes written in this field. Observing, how- 
ever, that the discussions of the race problem have in the past done 
some good as weU as harm, he here endeavors to present an up-to- 
date discussion from a new point of view in order to conform with 
the exigencies of the day. The aim is to direct special attention to 
the failure to recognize the Negro as a human asset with untold 
economic possibilities. He believes that the matter of race values 
and interdependency of all races must find "a definite and as- 
suredly positive place in the various policies of any nation which is 
made up of several race groups. ' ' In one sense the author believes 
that "racial conflict, strife and differences inspiring as they do, 
struggle, jealousy, and ambition, are essential to the progress of 
the whole group of mankind. ' ' He insists, however, that struggle 
should be a friendly rivalry out of which shall be woven a strong 
and everlasting national fabric consistent with impressing and 
assuring the perpetuation of the various policies which guarantee 
national honor and uplift. 

The author believes that the one great hope for the Negro is to 
make himself an economic asset to his country. When this is ac- 
complished, there will be little doubt as to the possibility of his 
securing full recognition as a citizen. He does not deplore the 
presence of obstacles but rather thinks that the salvation of the 
race will be in developing in the midst of this struggle the power to 
overcome these obstacles. It is suggested that the discussion of 



